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Former diplomats urge Islamabad to careful.ly analyse evolving situation to guard interests. PHOTO: FILE

Just as 9/11 changed the dynamics in South East Asia, the 2003 invasion of Irag and then the
subsequent Arab Spring wave in 2011 brought about a significant shift in dynamics of the
Middle East. Pakistan must thus catch up with this shift and focus on a more structured and

firmer policy.
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No more has this been more apparent in Islamabad’s efforts to mediate the discord between
Riyadh and Doha.

This was stated by speakers during a conference on the insecurity in the Middle East and its
implications for Pakistan, organised by the Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI) on
Tuesday. Pakistan’s former top diplomat to Germany, Russia and India Ambassador (retired)
Abdul Basit, said that instability in the Middle East directly affects Pakistan.

The IPRI president stressed the importance of analysing the geostrategic and geo-economic
drivers of the crisis and review the policy measures which can be taken by Islamabad to
identify issues arising out of the crisis and to protect the country’s interests in a region where

millions of Pakistanis live and work.

Ambassador Inamul Haque, IPRI board chairman and a former minister and secretary of
Foreign Affairs, said that the current turmoil in the Middle East was neither spontaneous nor
random — the spillover effects of Arab Spring or such. Rather, he believed, it was part of a
deliberate long-term strategy of the United States to create chaos in the region, particularly
after 9/11.

“US policies are designed to promote civil conflict to give it the excuse of physically
intervening to force regime change, create new borders and countries and ensure permanent
Israeli hegemony in the region. Other strategic objectives include control over Middle Eastern

oil and redrawing the map of the region,” he stated.

Ambassador Haque further said that the US has committed aggression against Iraq, Libya and
Syria — all secular authoritarian states — but the world watched silently. And it continues to
do so as Yemen is destroyed, its population decimated through famine and cholera. He noted
that it was imperative for Pakistan not to take sides in any intra-Islamic dispute, especially in

the intra-Arab disputes and wars.

Talking about and Pakistan’s foreign policy challenges, Quaid-i-Azam University School of
Politics and International Relations Director Dr Nazir Hussain said that despite the lack of
ideological confluence, there are more reasons and opportunities in the Middle East for

convergence than divergence which need to be identified.



“Unfortunately, the Middle East has never been at peace since 1920, and this needs to be seen
in the context of intra-Arab rivalries. Seeds of discord and discontent already present in the
Arab world have been exploited by extra-regional players,” Dr Hussain said. Noting that the
Arab Spring had turned into the ‘Arab Winter’, he pointed out that current geopolitical

dynamics were challenging for Pakistan, which needs to maintain balanced relations with both,

Riyadh and Tehran.

Published in The Express Tribune, October 18", 2017.
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Pakistan’s approach to the Middle East
needs re-imagining: Experts

October 18, 2017
ISLAMABAD Oct 17 (APP): The country needs to redefine its security interests and cultivate
partners in the Middle East beyond the Saudi Arabia-Iran binary. Given Russian support for the
Assad regime in Syria driving up the international community’s stakes in the region, Pakistan
must tread cautiously and not take sides. This was the consensus of the speakers at the One-Day
Conference ‘Insecurity in the Middle East: Implications for Pakistan’ organised by the Islamabad

Policy Research Institute, here in the capital today.

Ambassador (R) Abdul Basit, President IPRI, in his welcome address said that instability in the
Middle East directly affects Pakistan. He highlighted that it is important to analyse the
geostrategic and geoeconomic drivers of the crisis and review the policy measures that can be
taken by Pakistan to identify issues arising out of the crisis and to guard the country’s interests
there.

In his keynote address, Ambassador Inamul Haque, Former Minister and Secretary of Foreign
Affairs, and Chairman, Board of Governors, IPRI said that the turmoil in the Middle East is
neither spontaneous nor random. It has been a deliberate long-term policy of the United States to
create chaos in the region, particularly since 9/11. “US policies are designed to promote Civil
conflict to give it the excuse to physically intervene to force regime change, create new borders
and countries and ensure permanent Israeli hegemony in the region. Other strategic objectives
include control over Middle Eastern oil and redrawing the map of the region’, he stressed.
Ambassador Inam was of the view that US has committed aggression against Irag, Libya and
Syria — all secular authoritarian states and the world watches silently as Yemen is being
destroyed its population decimated through famine and cholera.

Speaking on the topic ‘Middle East Crisis and Pakistan’s Foreign Policy Challenges’, Dr Nazir



Hussain, Director, School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam University, said
that despite the lack of ideological confluence, there are more reasons and opportunities in the
Middle East for convergence than divergence which need to be identified. He said that with the
growing political security complexities in the Arab world, it is Palestine and its people which
lose. ‘Unfortunately, the Middle East has never been at peace since 1920, and this needs to be
seen in the context of intra-Arab rivalries. Seeds of discord and discontent already present in the
Arab world have been exploited by extra regional players,” he remarked. Dr Hussain went on to
say that the Arab Spring has turned into Arab Winter. He pointed out that current geopolitical
dynamics are challenging for Pakistan which needs to maintain a balance in its relations with
Riyadh and Tehran. ‘As our economy benefits from the remittances sent by Pakistani diaspora in
the Gulf, Pakistan cannot ignore its Muslim neighbours.” Responding to a question, he said that
Pakistan needs to warm up its cold ties with its immediate neighbour besides maintaining its
amicable relations with Saudi Arabia.

Dr Ejaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman of Gallup-Pakistan, provided up to date population, trade, GDP,
military expenditure of the 22 economies of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). He was
of the view that any research first needs to define which countries specifically fall in this region.
He shared that with its 400 million population and high per capita income, MENA’s 4 trillion
dollar economy has been spending USD 118 million on military expenditures, and receiving
USD 136 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI). He informed that Pakistan has 1.9 million
workers in Saudi Arabia, while the UAE is home to 1.2 million, and Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and
Bahrain nearly .7 million Pakistani workers which is nearly 50 per cent of the total workers
abroad. 63 per cent of remittances to Pakistan’s national exchequer come from Saudi Arabia (29
per cent), UAE (22 per cent) and other Gulf Cooperation Countries (12 per cent). He pointed out
that contrary to popular perception, Saudi Arabia and UAE FDI to Pakistan has reduced
dramatically over the years and has now been overtaken by China. He was optimistic that the
United States repeated military and strategic failures in the region and Pakistan with its second
largest Muslim population, by far the largest Army, economy and history of legitimacy in the
region can be used to bridge the trust deficit in the Muslim world, especially in the Middle East
to remove the barriers that have impeded politico-economic development in the region.The
Conference was attended by a large number of participants, including members of diplomatic
missions in Islamabad, former diplomats, academics, students and journalists. APP/ Hamza/VNS
Islamabad
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Pakistan needs to redefine its security
Interest, cultivate partners in ME

Sarwar Awan

The speakers addressing a conference on Middle East on Tuesday said that Pakistan needs to
redefine its security interests and cultivate partners in the Middle East beyond the Saudi Arabia-
Iran binary due to the rise of new power poles there, and focus on a more structured, firmer
policy. They were of the opinion, “Given Russian support for the Assad regime in Syria driving
up the international community’s stakes in the region, Pakistan must tread cautiously and not
take sides.” This was the consensus of the speakers at the one-day conference “Insecurityin the
Middle East: Implications for Pakistan” organised by the Islamabad Policy Research Institute,
here.

Ambassador (R) Abdul Basit,President IPRI, in his welcome address said that instability in the
Middle East directly affects Pakistan and it is important to analyse the geostrategic and
geoeconomic drivers of the crisis and review the policy measures that can be taken by Pakistan
to identify issues arising out of the crisis and to guard the country’s interests there.

He expressed the hope that the Conference would come up with useful recommendations on the
subject for the decision-makers to plug loopholes in the Government’s Middle East policy.

In his keynote address, Ambassador Inamul Haque, former minister and secretary of foreign
affairs, and Chairman, Board of Governors, IPRI said that the turmoil in the Middle East is
neither spontaneous nor random but has been a deliberate long-term policy of the United States



to create chaos in the region, particularly since 9/11. “US policies are designed to promote civil
conflict to give it the excuse to physically intervene to force regime change, create new borders
and countries and ensure permanent Israeli hegemony in the region,” he said and added, “Other
strategic objectives include control over Middle Eastern oil and redrawing the map of the region.
Ambassador Inam was of the view that US has committed aggression against Iraqg, Libya and
Syria — all secular authoritarian states and the world watches silently as Yemen is being
destroyed its population decimated through famine and cholera.
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ISLAMABAD, OCT 17: Ambassador (R) Abdul Basit, President of IPRI and others attend One-Day
Conference on “Insecuritv in the Middle East: Implications for Pakistan.”. on Tuesdav.=DNA PHOTO

ISLAMABAD, OCT 17 (DNA) — Pakistan’s decade-old approach to the Middle East shaped by
competing religious and post-colonial heritages needs re-imagining given the rise of new power
poles in the Middle East, and focus on a more structured, firmer policy. The country needs to
redefine its security interests and cultivate partners in the Middle East beyond the Saudi Arabia-
Iran binary. Given Russian support for the Assad regime in Syria driving up the international
community’s stakes in the region, Pakistan must tread cautiously and not take sides. This was the
consensus of the speakers at the One-Day Conference ‘Insecurity in the Middle East:
Implications for Pakistan’ organised by the Islamabad Policy Research Institute, here in the
capital today.

Ambassador (R) Abdul Basit, President IPRI, in his welcome address said that instability in the
Middle East directly affects Pakistan. He highlighted that it is important to analyse the
geostrategic and geoeconomic drivers of the crisis and review the policy measures that can be
taken by Pakistan to identify issues arising out of the crisis and to guard the country’s interests
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there. He hoped that the Conference would come up with useful recommendations on the subject
for the decision-makers to plug loopholes in the Government’s Middle East policy.

In his keynote address, Ambassador Inamul Haque, Former Minister and Secretary of Foreign
Affairs, and Chairman, Board of Governors, IPRI said that the turmoil in the Middle East is
neither spontaneous nor random. It has been a deliberate long-term policy of the United States to
create chaos in the region, particularly since 9/11. ‘US policies are designed to promote civil
conflict to give it the excuse to physically intervene to force regime change, create new borders
and countries and ensure permanent Israeli hegemony in the region. Other strategic objectives
include control over Middle Eastern oil and redrawing the map of the region’, he stressed.
Ambassador Inam was of the view that US has committed aggression against Iraqg, Libya and
Syria — all secular authoritarian states and the world watches silently as Yemen is being
destroyed its population decimated through famine and cholera. According to Ambassador
Inamul Haq, ‘While the US and West use noble sounding slogans of Right to Protect or
Humanitarian Intervention and introducing democracy and human rights to the benighted people
of the region, the fact is that this so-called nation-building is sought to be achieved through
brutal use of force.’

The massive loss of life and the displacement of millions of local people in these ignoble and
barbaric ventures are of no concern to the US, he reiterated. Discussing the situation in Syria, he
said preparations for the conflict must have included the staging of the uprising in 2011 against
Bashaar Assad, as the precursor to and the reason for his regime’s removal. ‘The US and
Western countries have provided weapons, training, money and safe havens to the Syrian rebels,
including the Syrian National Council, the Syrian National Coalition. ‘For quite some time they
also turned a blind eye to the presence of Al-Nusra, a branch of Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State.
‘It is interesting that when the United States and its allies are acting to effect regime changes in
different countries they are above criticism, but if some other country steps in to help the regime
survive, they are accused of blatant interference in the internal affairs of that country’, he
remarked. The US intention has never been to promote democracy and tolerance, but extremist
religious narratives and regimes. The so-called Arab Spring was a flash in the pan, perhaps
encouraged and certainly exploited by the US and the West. He concluded that it is imperative
for Pakistan not to take sides in any intra-Islamic dispute and especially not in intra-Arab
disputes and wars.

Speaking on the topic ‘Middle East Crisis and Pakistan’s Foreign Policy Challenges’, Dr Nazir
Hussain, Director, School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam University, said
that despite the lack of ideological confluence, there are more reasons and opportunities in the
Middle East for convergence than divergence which need to be identified. He said that with the
growing political security complexities in the Arab world, it is Palestine and its people which
lose. ‘Unfortunately, the Middle East has never been at peace since 1920, and this needs to be
seen in the context of intra-Arab rivalries. Seeds of discord and discontent already present in the
Arab world have been exploited by extra regional players,” he remarked. Dr Hussain went on to
say that the Arab Spring has turned into Arab Winter.

He pointed out that current geopolitical dynamics are challenging for Pakistan which needs to
maintain a balance in its relations with Riyadh and Tehran. ‘As our economy benefits from the
remittances sent by Pakistani diaspora in the Gulf, Pakistan cannot ignore its Muslim
neighbours.” Responding to a question, he said that Pakistan needs to warm up its cold ties with
its immediate neighbour besides maintaining its amiable relations with Saudi Arabia.



Dr Ejaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman of Gallup-Pakistan, provided up to date population, trade, GDP,
military expenditure of the 22 economies of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). He was
of the view that any research first needs to define which countries specifically fall in this region.
He shared that with its 400 million population and high per capita income, MENA’s 4 trillion
dollar economy has been spending USD 118 million on military expenditures, and receiving
USD 136 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI).

He informed that Pakistan has 1.9 million workers in Saudi Arabia, while the UAE is home to
1.2 million, and Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain nearly .7 million Pakistani workers which is
nearly 50 per cent of the total workers abroad. 63 per cent of remittances to Pakistan’s national
exchequer come from Saudi Arabia (29 per cent), UAE (22 per cent) and other Gulf Cooperation
Countries (12 per cent). He pointed out that contrary to popular perception, Saudi Arabia and
UAE FDI to Pakistan has reduced dramatically over the years and has now been overtaken by
China. He was optimistic that the United States repeated military and strategic failures in the
region and Pakistan with its second largest Muslim population, by far the largest Army, economy
and history of legitimacy in the region can be used to bridge the trust deficit in the Muslim
world, especially in the Middle East to remove the barriers that have impeded politico-economic
development in the region. The Conference was attended by a large number of participants,
including members of diplomatic missions in Islamabad, former diplomats, academics, students
and journalists.
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FORMER FM URGES PAKISTAN TO NOT
INTERFERE IN INTER-ARAB DISPUTES
NOT EVEN AS A MEDIATOR

02:06 PM, 17 Oct, 2017

Speakers at a conference in Islamabad on Tuesday stressed the need for a prudent Middle
Eastern policy as insecurity in that region has direct bearing on Pakistan .

The daylong conference titled 'Insecurity in Middle East: Implications for Pakistan ' was
organized by Islamabad Policy Research Institute.

In his keynote address on the occasion, former Foreign Minister Inam-ul-Haq said Pakistan has
to take the fundamental decision of non-interference in inter-Arab disputes not even as a
mediator.
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Insecurity in Middle East has direct impact
on Pakistan, say experts

Parliament Times 18 hours ago National News 0 Comments 97 Views

16 hours ago

“Turmoil in the Middle East is neither spontaneous nor random. It has been a deliberate long-
term policy of the United States to create chaos in the region, particularly since 9/11, Pakistan
needs to warm up its cold ties with its immediate neighbour besides maintaining its amiable
relations with Saudi Arabia, Palestine and its people are the worst victims of growing political
security complexities in the Arab world, Pakistan needs to redefine its security interests and
cultivate partners in the Middle East beyond the Saudi Arabia-Iran binary”

Islamabad: (Parliament Times) Speakers at a conference hosted by Islamabad Policy Research
Institute (IPRI) here on Tuesday noted that Pakistan’s decade-old approach to the Middle East
shaped by competing religious and post-colonial heritages needs re-imagining given the rise of
new power poles in the Middle East, and focus on a more structured, firmer policy.

“The country needs to redefine its security interests and cultivate partners in the Middle East
beyond the Saudi Arabia-Iran binary”, speakers said adding that given Russian support for the
Assad regime in Syria driving up the international community’s stakes in the region, Pakistan
must tread cautiously and not take sides.

The One-Day Conference titled ‘Insecurity in the Middle East: Implications for Pakistan’ was
addressed by Ambassador (R) Abdul Basit President IPRI, Ambassador Inamul Haque, , Dr
Nazir Hussain, Director, School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam
University, Dr Ejaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman of Gallup-Pakistan and others.

Ambassador (R) Abdul Basit, President IPRI, in his welcome address said that instability in the
Middle East directly affects Pakistan. He highlighted that it is important to analyse the
geostrategic and geoeconomic drivers of the crisis and review the policy measures that can be
taken by Pakistan to identify issues arising out of the crisis and to guard the country’s interests
there. He hoped that the Conference would come up with useful recommendations on the subject
for the decision-makers to plug loopholes in the Government’s Middle East policy.

In his keynote address, Ambassador Inamul Haque, Former Minister and Secretary of Foreign
Affairs, and Chairman, Board of Governors, IPRI said that the turmoil in the Middle East is
neither spontaneous nor random. It has been a deliberate long-term policy of the United States to
create chaos in the region, particularly since 9/11. ‘US policies are designed to promote civil
conflict to give it the excuse to physically intervene to force regime change, create new borders
and countries and ensure permanent Israeli hegemony in the region. Other strategic objectives
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include control over Middle Eastern oil and redrawing the map of the region’, he stressed.
Ambassador Inam was of the view that US has committed aggression against Iraq, Libya and
Syria — all secular authoritarian states and the world watches silently as Yemen is being
destroyed its population decimated through famine and cholera. According to Ambassador
Inamul Haq, ‘While the US and West use noble sounding slogans of Right to Protect or
Humanitarian Intervention and introducing democracy and human rights to the benighted people
of the region, the fact is that this so-called nation-building is sought to be achieved through
brutal use of force.” The massive loss of life and the displacement of millions of local people

in these ignoble and barbaric ventures are of no concern to the US, he reiterated. Discussing the
situation in Syria, he said preparations for the conflict must have included the staging of the
uprising in 2011 against Bashaar Assad, as the precursor to and the reason for his regime’s
removal. ‘The US and Western countries have provided weapons, training, money and safe
havens to the Syrian rebels, including the Syrian National Council, the Syrian National Coalition.
‘For quite some time they also turned a blind eye to the presence of AI-Nusra, a branch of Al-
Qaeda and the Islamic State. ‘It is interesting that when the United States and its allies are acting
to effect regime changes in different countries they are above criticism, but if some other country
steps in to help the regime survive, they are accused of blatant interference in the internal affairs
of that country’, he remarked. The US intention has never been to promote democracy and
tolerance, but extremist religious narratives and regimes. The so-called Arab Spring was a flash
in the pan, perhaps encouraged and certainly exploited by the US and the West. He concluded
that it is imperative for Pakistan not to take sides in any intra-Islamic dispute and especially not
in intra-Arab disputes and wars.

Speaking on the topic ‘Middle East Crisis and Pakistan’s Foreign Policy Challenges’, Dr Nazir
Hussain, Director, School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam University, said
that despite the lack of ideological confluence, there are more reasons and opportunities in the
Middle East for convergence than divergence which need to be identified. He said that with the
growing political security complexities in the Arab world, it is Palestine and its people which
lose. ‘Unfortunately, the Middle East has never been at peace since 1920, and this needs to be
seen in the context of intra-Arab rivalries. Seeds of discord and discontent already present in the
Arab world have been exploited by extra regional players,” he remarked. Dr Hussain went on to
say that the Arab Spring has turned into Arab Winter. He pointed out that current geopolitical
dynamics are challenging for Pakistan which needs to maintain a balance in its relations with
Riyadh and Tehran. ‘As our economy benefits from the remittances sent by Pakistani diaspora in
the Gulf, Pakistan cannot ignore its Muslim neighbours.” Responding to a question, he said that
Pakistan needs to warm up its cold ties with its immediate neighbour besides maintaining its
amiable relations with Saudi Arabia.

Dr Ejaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman of Gallup-Pakistan, provided up to date population, trade, GDP,
military expenditure of the 22 economies of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). He was
of the view that any research first needs to define which countries specifically fall in this region.
He shared that with its 400 million population and high per capita income, MENA’s 4 trillion
dollar economy has been spending USD 118 million on military expenditures, and receiving



USD 136 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI). He informed that Pakistan has 1.9 million
workers in Saudi Arabia, while the UAE is home to 1.2 million, and Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and
Bahrain nearly .7 million Pakistani workers which is nearly 50 per cent of the total workers
abroad. 63 per cent of remittances to Pakistan’s national exchequer come from Saudi Arabia (29
per cent), UAE (22 per cent) and other Gulf Cooperation Countries (12 per cent). He pointed out
that contrary to popular perception, Saudi Arabia and UAE FDI to Pakistan has reduced
dramatically over the years and has now been overtaken by China. He was optimistic that the
United States repeated military and strategic failures in the region and Pakistan with its second
largest Muslim population, by far the largest Army, economy and history of legitimacy in the
region can be used to bridge the trust deficit in the Muslim world, especially in the Middle East
to remove the barriers that have impeded politico-economic development in the region.

The Conference was attended by a large number of participants, including members of
diplomatic missions in Islamabad, former diplomats, academics, students and journalists.
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Speakers stress for a prudent ME policy as
Insecurity in that region has direct bearing on
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Oct 17 (SABAH): Speakers at a conference have stressed for a prudent Middle
Eastern policy as insecurity in that region has direct bearing on Pakistan.

The day long conference titled ‘Insecurity in Middle East: Implications for Pakistan’ was
organized by Islamabad Policy Research Institute in the Federal Capital on Tuesday.

In his keynote address on the occasion, former foreign minister Inaam ul Haq said the power
politics in the region was fomented by US interference under the guise of humanitarian
intervention.

He said the United States used instability in Middle Eastern region as a tool for creating Israeli
hegemony and controlling vast reserves of oil in the region. He said Pakistan has to take the
fundamental decision of not interfering in inter-Arab disputes not even as a mediator.

Other speakers said sectarianism was not the cause but a mean to the power struggle in the
region. They emphasized that Pakistan which has been historically supporting Middle Eastern
countries because of the bond of religion with them, should opt for more pragmatic policy as
foreign policies are not based on wishes but on national interest.

Ends-SABAH-TR-ZS
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'Pakistan Must Tread Cautiously In Middle East'

Avyeza Ali

Former Foreign Minister and Secretary, Ambassador Inam ul Hugq Tuesday said that Pakistan
must trade cautiously

ISLAMABAD, (Pakistan Point News - 17th Oct, 2017):Former Foreign Minister and Secretary,
Ambassador Inam ul Hug Tuesday said that Pakistan must tread cautiously and not take sides in
the Middle East crises despite its imperative role as it needed to resolve its own issues first. He
was addressing a seminar titled "Insecurity and implications for Pakistan in Middle East"
organized here by the Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI). A large number of
participants, including members of diplomatic missions in Islamabad, former diplomats,
academics, students and journalists attended the seminar.

Ambassador Inamul Haque, who is also Chairman Board of Governors, IPRI, said the turmoil in
the Middle East was neither spontaneous nor random. Pakistan did not possess a geographical
role in the Middle East but it had its own strategic importance for that region. "Pakistan's role in
Middle East is imperative because of its strategical depth™, he added. He viewed that the West
had committed aggression against Iraq, Libya and Syria - all secular authoritarian states and "the
world watches silently as Yemen is being destroyed its population decimated through famine and
cholera™.

However, he said, Pakistan faced difficulties diplomatically whenever a political dispute erupted
among the Gulf countries. "Pakistan's diplomatic fronts are not easy, on one hand its role in
Yemen crises is not appreciated by KSA while on the other its role in Syria is not appreciated by
the US. The Gulf countries, he said, had both geo-strategic as well as geo-political interests in
Pakistan but it paid its diplomatic attention and efforts to their issues while it had many
diplomatic struggles of its own like the Kashmir issue.

Pakistan, he said, enjoyed good relations with almost all the countries in the Middle East.
Security policies of any country kept on evolving with the time and changing world scenarios, he
added. Inamul Huq suggested that Pakistan should not play the role of an arbitrator for Saudi-
Iran dispute. It was imperative for it not to take sides in any intra-Islamic dispute and especially
not in intra-Arab disputes and wars, he stressed. Speaking on the topic Middle East Crisis and
Pakistan's Foreign Policy Challenges, Dr.

Nazir Hussain, Director, School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam
University, said despite the lack of ideological confluence, there were more reasons and
opportunities in the Middle East for convergence than divergence which needed to be identified.
He said with the growing political security complexities in the Arab world, it was Palestine and
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its people who were at loss. Unfortunately, the Middle East has never been at peace since 1920,
and this needs to be seen in the context of intra-Arab rivalries," he added.

He pointed out that current geopolitical dynamics were challenging for Pakistan and it needed to
maintain a balance in its relations with Riyadh and Tehran. "As our economy benefits from the
remittances sent by Pakistani diaspora in the Gulf, Pakistan cannot ignore its Muslim neighbours
on this and other counts,” he said. Dr Ejaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman of Gallup-Pakistan, provided
up-to-date population, trade, GDP, military expenditure of the 22 economies of the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA). He shared that with its 400 million population and high per capita
income, MENA's 4 trillion dollar economy had been spending USD 118 million on military
expenditures, and receiving USD 136 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI). He said

that Pakistan had 1.9 million workers in Saudi Arabia, while the UAE was home to 1.2 million,
and Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain nearly 0.7 million Pakistani workers which were nearly
50 per cent of the total workers abroad. Some 63 per cent of remittances to Pakistan's national
exchequer come from Saudi Arabia (29 per cent), UAE (22 per cent) and other Gulf Cooperation
Countries (12 per cent), he added. He pointed out that contrary to popular perception, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE foreign direct investment to Pakistan had reduced dramatically over the
years and had now been overtaken by China.


https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/pakistan.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/riyadh.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/pakistan.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/africa.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/dollar.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/pakistan.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/uae.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/qatar.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/uae.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/uae.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/pakistan.html
https://www.pakistanpoint.com/en/tag/china.html




Islamic Republic News Agency

(FoMwlis 9402555

g ilbo & ol )lin 9:0L s Sy )5 Ga wina 4, 259
ww ladwo alg )b Olaxl Sa>

SUal pMaw I= Uiy gl- Ly Ol an SUy @yl y90l Ga wina 22299 ww b aw S Llalxi
JolS Sly>l pgj) s Slibs 'ay powegn Vi aw SLyay, Uly gl LS Jiai Ul g2yb

SrSulsicalaslbs gilsSh>lsSx>gibblh, S sl ,lia Sdadlo als)

’

et i W - -

€90 90 Ly suw b cw o L x5 coonsin 5,5 joym0l ya © « =l ple 5l» Loy 4l s a4 iod aw Gyl Say
CnS'Pl)J_h SLJ[._J')[J,O\LMM_;\MLLM Qufiziq“mgo'J)CLJl* A)QBCL._JUbg')'LgLJLiJL ilb
p\[.wlCL._Jqu)JlgL_S)Lai §|\§)_}._JC)JOQg|U_)..;i.LJ'C)|J.>|u5|)JBJLw b K g)oilbg}S'Uli_uJ. SLJ
B> ul JlJbJLu.L nglq..gb)b.j.\.a. é@ii.&lglﬁl.bg.xib)gi)l.& 904l

Jol S Gyeo @ s s9min S 952 3L & g y5 alg J s oy 4 @S o | p3V:sls aolsl gl pls 1 .5eu |l
Sa> S g 5 Ok s SUy 5> Guels (i s 4)9)309)§)9A>:J.~D)9T>l40limSL_J'_Q_J_LJA..} 2 a1 5 59
ol y S 2SS ik sled Slidas 9o, T Sbog,Sasa bl Jgwwl g Sl o iolale
Do aasjlaakhi pnaliboeg, S e Jedobol>gai, w9
gLJ\jleplQJ|Jb>9>ol¢>L5|)._J‘Ji.i S W (S=w BV J|uu.c|>_h Jb@4509)§qi; Jdol

aolsl (xizlw mly 855 ,K 8l Guyi e S9g i, Sk sl ais 05905, 5¢a 5 0l c SUy S 5l o8 bl o
A lgs sw x4y azols s el sgul 3y, s ey Lalxi sl s B oog, S ¢ ul @y, Shisls
CA.A.A.LSL,_J_Lj\.uJL_L.uJ)ilflzjsb)SO)LﬂqujLe.D)Bb)bkﬂlclb()}ii.xu Sh cows Lo a, ul

Jh s aysgs ol >l lpilgond w 2o wid asail o9l 3 b cowm 29, 5w = g0ica S
.\a..u.u).@)i ,gbd\,gl.@liﬂli,_g

0\41&09)§L—,4|:¢.§. ggb)so)l.ablut'..«uSl,glthj).oéJoli.OSUhMJlﬁél)bu:u.cbog)g.\.«hJQ.ngg
Coad] )90 . Nk wd Sjyo abli o9 s bk o )5 395 a2 890 u s98 Tl >0

ook ously s as i o Sh,gan S)i HLlyok o Sy S,K 0 cn odl pgy) 503 SUily =)l ple sl
L) oo our 259, 5 Slgdg, S o alpn T @, 2ilg 5 o i Syguin Saudugi Sl S i o 29, i S ogy S
ARV Sbg._;LJ

lycdes s auw g iy ilabuwed Shygin S8 masS siblsa,cuaniah 50kon S
S,K od i pjugldehJL'i..wgbl.gqsw|)1.e.4>lJ,o\l.wl&.lgbg.\.ﬂ.ll._Jogl.é. S A S sw
Cow 9> 9 A ylwod Sh)guin SLudgs> slog 8o we> dalyok o SUy ol a coly S o500
s a ol asley o S,

-



or ke 4 259 ol as i o ;> Sygeaw Uk o e S ciw e cw Ay e i =ed Ol s SU, a5 g0l
Mi S weseaw 9 il pwle as bi o 5 Ol Jl oM ow | SHgpo> 398 i3l Sxgeaw oK > e S95,S
C D> YGgw Uly il coow Cl.ng.&..la.an&z

S Uwgoly 8 2 5L S bl Al b cowlgs)s o 5l B Sxgeaw aS e S sg 5l sl g sl aS pu S

g ul, g|l4>9'>.]o.._1|9))>>tﬂ,o\l_w|0g|)J_LL 7 dud> o Jo S 0k 2 o Lol SUy cw 20>
A S Jee sl s oo @l ok oye

ol ow Vb s 8= Awawgs > Al 09 90 g0l s uw b cw Jo L= 5 conain 5 L, g|u"iu)|)§CLJ_

s 0l sgzeais il 5l s2o> s9ia > L oL T pMow | 5 Sslag 39 5L T oMow | cslle Livgol 5 Sho b o i
BV Jl}g).gUll_u.L SUy o b ow U|)§.~l._+ Il
0101**5216** §lw ** oy

wwolbas o M?:)LJJ..'L I** h o> )blg. 2w

* ksl il



\a—:s
um: | RNA

Islamic Republic News Agency

eMwls)gien 5 )hSHua

OlOMi3logUb=xs0diy, s gwd 9,8 Jeawwlp sjpo 8 4w
2l @il 0,0b

SUal pMaw - Liy gl aw b aw S Lalxidlul pMawl pbel A L8 o8 wix s> Sk wl g

oK wlita Sail 0,95 )0 udio g we d Slp sn S)d9 UL, ablasolwlly
i and At i 00 Wl R I R0 9 Lo 101y J (S U9d J (i ks J9a g0 P JJ)

1

I
h]‘ - e K\-
Juals Lo dl e 0 g0l 008 i Jls sk cw | e s> 5 245 H9am 99),;[)):{|Q+i.~b)l&>_;)'9)uh)|}§4.gOl§
oM ow | ol 2o > J SNk Ik PO p._i_j)gls. ,g).oTtS.bClibgﬁa..;_).ahJl.;bL._JT_,o\L.;u|)b,QJb.C|.LjL§
L3 xidao ))d\b\l..u.}lublw 4@13 9|\.§\L1>|l4dlﬂ. J‘l).wlsgx,gls. J).oTul)lJo.a_wL_w tee S
ALK s seMawl Shygin S e o L) o> g BOMi > Ay
'ego g0l sla Lxi,ls oow > asS s bL.gi,o\l._wL_s\.wlﬂ._;u wld 4 8 = dwow go ) 'ask 0,9l
Lj\ou_wlns)gwm gd\nu_whs.b)g.uu. Su; ._JLj&l.uL.{L@sblZJl)._JJ_._L SUily e gd\nuxw
Al e 9)§u~u ,_g)b)i A odl 3 5 ) vy cew b cw e 3 Sdlo 5> Sygeaw Uk e syc g UL, Ll
ow | pgoas hio ol islysas
)g.l.hl.'ZJS)i.M@S)JUJI JJLMLBJ\SBL.'SXLIL 5|)9¢5L5\6..L.0\SB.\.0L4_. ,_J_Cl.._JOJLu.'bll._lUli.u.L SLJ
Ol 8 31 a4l pMow | Olg> ppo jouin S 9> Ulgi c @ 5 Ol s sy g UL, Jl oMow | S)gpo> 1 S as i o
PRV SkS)lS..o@)i FEY ;_L.gClﬁ.Ja.L.o)bula&.i..dw .OLJ\S')._JSq;._Abl_.Lg)l.L S|)>9>
b 2w )|\5)§. 25 U J D p k> g g Qg)gLSl)gLS\Q..;uLL.o&o')S.L?C{S..L J|Ul.; ._JL.gu"'u..'r
)J@ligsd_,g).o[._lbgjpg»i 4w)>41_xb_l§j|.x,glglﬁa§. §x_uu;.n Jol9u1>'-|0>)sg_§)b)._1
- ok Jn5)§. J_b},g.ZLj\jl),QSSJLZ.JLS_}?&?JOBQSM ._ll,gdxo_,)q}i._ab.ligglég
Sl I Uy Gl 2w 5180 s Giux g5 slal oMoaw | placl 25U 8 o w5l sk cw | (2 & 0 Sl ya 0
3 ol o Vo= 5 oas JitJLuJ T A o JAS Gk §Q§.]a.i.n)>n5>92_w Ol o sye Sl sw b ow
Sl as boi o SB W),x 8 (o>, 2 Sew 5l 3,S ug) a2 33l SHLET 30D 1 15 (Cowna 5o 2 9> Al oyl
C DG (S J 0 UD
CLJLL .otSl)JULL.u.LSLJU.;.m. Iy SLJ[;,QJ&J.C'JjLéOK..&LJlbbli.w'g()b._:_lw 4&5)§. J
& 9,8l s w awlio i o 5 8 S3My 06102 Jlw 5> Ul s SUy wlgs 1wa §\5)92_uu oli o syc
esdba sl y jeuin S g uly Jl soMow | Shgpo> (= s pMow | Ulp> ppo 9 Ulod cwo jguin S 95 o 2wl 8Ma 3
Sy cowsjlas cuwls Sxgeaw Vi o 4,c
% 2w >L._1Tp\l_w|d\.wl_+_w Ot s 8> Awawgo H)lha oow dai bgiaso)lul o ju iow bl 9
P 2ol el dl Ssasas bio )y 2w ElLS Ule Sb i §cu.]a“>)>li J).oTnS.b
ki aad ool shylly 5 s dyi i Sgashio,s i & 58 9o, kol ok Joesi s Jgx po
XS LSy i Bl (88 x5Sl s Ains 00 K 0l g o s ox po o 25 i3, S Ulis bl Sy
oy 2 Ulol awo g e SBygi S e 1S Sng9elri «BMi 3l 9, 0 Wye0 3 9ailes, S S)K .
A >
ULgMJl)Q)lgipﬂw'whw Ul)ilélxij'&»)g.'a>lgw..\h304|l3)4|db)|}§¢l4
UV )|}§)._J>L._Jipu_w|d\wl_+_w Ole o 8 = J Awgo ) Hpb ug|n5.bol§._ah.i|>
e s ow ¥5216%*F 8L oo & an> gy touds Hlins 51*¥*¥3661%* iy o>

* ok 2l il



BUSINESS
RECORDER

Founded by M.A. Zuben

Middle East: speakers for cultivating partners beyond
Saudi Arabia-Iran binary

° RECORDER REPORT
° OCT 18TH, 2017

®  ISLAMABAD
Pakistan's decade-old approach to the Middle East, shaped by competing religious and post-colonial heritages needs
re-imagining given the rise of new power poles in the Middle East, and focus on a more structured, firmer policy.
The country needs to redefine its security interests and cultivate partners in the Middle East beyond the Saudi
Arabia-Iran binary. Given Russian support for the Assad regime in Syria driving up the international community's
stakes in the region, Pakistan must tread cautiously and not take sides.

This was the consensus of the speakers at the one day conference 'Insecurity in the Middle East: Implications for
Pakistan' organised by the Islamabad Policy Research Institute, here in the capital on Tuesday, said a press release.

Former Ambassador Abdul Basit, President IPRI, in his welcome address said that instability in the Middle East
directly affects Pakistan. He highlighted that it is important to analyse the geostrategic and geo-economics drivers of
the crisis and review the policy measures that can be taken by Pakistan to identify issues arising out of the crisis and
to guard the country's interests there. He hoped that the Conference would come up with useful recommendations on
the subject for the decision-makers to plug loopholes in the Government's Middle East policy.

In his keynote address, Ambassador Inamul Haque, Former Minister and Secretary of Foreign Affairs, and
Chairman, Board of Governors, IPRI said that the turmoil in the Middle East is neither spontaneous nor random. It
has been a deliberate long-term policy of the United States to create chaos in the region, particularly since 9/11.'US
policies are designed to promote civil conflict to give it the excuse to physically intervene to force regime change,
create new borders and countries and ensure permanent Israeli hegemony in the region. Other strategic objectives
include control over Middle Eastern oil and redrawing the map of the region', he stressed.

Ambassador Inam was of the view that US has committed aggression against Iraq, Libya and Syria - all secular
authoritarian states and the world watches silently as Yemen is being destroyed its population decimated through
famine and cholera. According to Ambassador Inamul Haq, 'While the US and West use noble sounding slogans of
Right to Protect or Humanitarian Intervention and introducing democracy and human rights to the benighted people
of the region, the fact is that this so-called nation-building is sought to be achieved through brutal use of force.' The
massive loss of life and the displacement of millions of local people

in these ignoble and barbaric ventures are of no concern to the US, he reiterated. Discussing the situation in Syria, he
said preparations for the conflict must have included the staging of the uprising in 2011 against Bashaar Assad, as
the precursor to and the reason for his regime's removal. 'The US and Western countries have provided weapons,
training, money and safe havens to the Syrian rebels, including the Syrian National Council, the Syrian National
Coalition. 'For quite some time they also turned a blind eye to the presence of Al-Nusra, a branch of Al-Qaeda and
the Islamic State. 'It is interesting that when the United States and its allies are acting to effect regime changes in
different countries they are above criticism, but if some other country steps in to help the regime survive, they are
accused of blatant interference in the internal affairs of that country', he remarked. The US intention has never been
to promote democracy and tolerance, but extremist religious narratives and regimes. The so-called Arab Spring was
a flash in the pan, perhaps encouraged and certainly exploited by the US and the West. He concluded that it is
imperative for Pakistan not to take sides in any intra-Islamic dispute and especially not in intra-Arab disputes and
wars.

Speaking on the topic 'Middle East Crisis and Pakistan's Foreign Policy Challenges', Dr Nazir Hussain, Director,
School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam University, said that despite the lack of ideological
confluence, there are more reasons and opportunities in the Middle East for convergence than divergence which
need to be identified. He said that with the growing political security complexities in the Arab world, it is Palestine
and its people which lose. 'Unfortunately, the Middle East has never been at peace since 1920, and this needs to be
seen in the context of intra-Arab rivalries. Seeds of discord and discontent already present in the Arab world have
been exploited by extra regional players,' he remarked.
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Dr Hussain went on to say that the Arab Spring has turned into Arab Winter. He pointed out that current geopolitical
dynamics are challenging for Pakistan which needs to maintain a balance in its relations with Riyadh and Tehran.
'As our economy benefits from the remittances sent by Pakistani Diaspora in the Gulf, Pakistan cannot ignore its
Muslim neighbours.' Responding to a question, he said that Pakistan needs to warm up its cold ties with its
immediate neighbor besides maintaining its amiable relations with Saudi Arabia.

Dr Ejaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman of Gallup-Pakistan, provided up to date population, trade, GDP, military
expenditure of the 22 economies of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). He was of the view that any
research first needs to define which countries specifically fall in this region. He shared that with its 400 million
populations and high per capita income, MENA's 4 trillion dollar economy has been spending USD 118 billion on
military expenditures, and receiving USD 136 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI).

He informed that Pakistan has 1.9 million workers in Saudi Arabia, while the UAE is home to 1.2 million, and
Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain nearly .7 million Pakistani workers which is nearly 50 per cent of the total
workers abroad. 63 per cent of remittances to Pakistan's national exchequer come from Saudi Arabia (29 per cent),
UAE (22 per cent) and other Gulf Cooperation Countries (12 per cent). He pointed out that contrary to popular
perception, Saudi Arabia and UAE FDI to Pakistan has reduced dramatically over the years and has now been
overtaken by China.

He was optimistic that the United States repeated military and strategic failures in the region and Pakistan with its
second largest Muslim population, by far the largest Army, economy and history of legitimacy in the region can be
used to bridge the trust deficit in the Muslim world, especially in the Middle East to remove the barriers that have
impeded politico-economic development in the region.

The conference was attended by a large number of participants, including members of diplomatic missions in
Islamabad, former diplomats, academics, students and journalists.-PR

Copyright Business Recorder, 2017



