Mainstreaming the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas of Pakistan: Historical Dynamics,
Prospective Advantages and Challenges-

Dr Muhammad Riaz Shad’

Sarfraz Ahmed™

Abstract

Historically, the present-day northwestern Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan have been
ruled under the 1901 Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR).
After partition of British India in 1947, the tribal areas
acceded to Pakistan; and the latter continued with the same
colonial era isolationist special governance system. The Cold
War politics and post-9/11 Afghan war turned this area into
an ideological and operational base for domestic, regional
and global terrorism and militancy. This precarious security
environment  compelled  Pakistan to carry out
counterinsurgency military operations. Lately, to achieve
enduring peace, the debate on FATA’s merger has taken on
momentum  resulting  in milestone  constitutional
developments. This article is an attempt to explore how this
significant tribal region evolved over time into a strategic
vulnerability for Pakistan leading to a sociopolitical
movement for its integration, with a focus on the advantages
and challenges of this objective.
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¥ Editor’s note: Rapid policy changes vis-a-vis FATA took place in Pakistan while this
article was under final editorial review. Last updated July 24, 2018.

" The author is Assistant Professor at the Department of International Relations, National
University of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan. He can be contacted at:
mrshad@numl.edu.pk.

 The author holds MPhil degree in International Relations from the National University
of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan. He writes for the Daily Times and Pakistan
Observer newspapers. He can be contacted at: ranasarfraz3417@gmail.com.

@2018 by the Islamabad Policy Research Institute.
IPRI Journal m XVIII (2): 111-136.
https://doi.org/10.31945/iprij.180205.

IPRI JOURNAL m Summer 2018 111


https://doi.org/10.31945/iprij.180205

